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as a result of this evil, we’re assessing our-
selves. We’re taking a good look at values 
that matter. America is on the verge of 
ushering in a new culture, one that says, 
‘‘I’m responsible for the decisions I make 
in life,’’ a culture that recognizes there’s 
something—a culture that recognizes serv-
ing something greater than yourself is a 
noble culture. 

Flight 93 helped define what I’m talking 
about. Young men and a lady on an air-
plane knew they were in danger. They were 
on their cell phones. They told their wives 
they loved them. They said a prayer, and 
they sacrificed for something greater than 

themselves. That’s the America the world 
is beginning to see. That’s the America I 
have the honor of leading. It is such a 
privilege to be your President. It is such 
a privilege to be the President of the great-
est nation on the face of the Earth. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:34 p.m. in 
the King Charles Ballroom at the Don CeSar 
Beach Resort and Spa. In his remarks, he 
referred to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; Mayor 
Rick Baker of St. Petersburg; and Usama bin 
Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist orga-
nization. 

Statement on Senator Fred Thompson’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection 
March 8, 2002 

Senator Fred Thompson has served the 
people of Tennessee with honor, distinc-
tion, and class. He has worked tirelessly 
for Tennessee’s interests, as well as for the 

national interest. While I will miss Fred’s 
service in the Senate, I wish him all the 
best and will always call him a friend. 

Remarks on Signing the Job Creation and Worker Assistance Act of 2002 
March 9, 2002 

Good morning. I’m speaking to you live 
from the Rose Garden, where I’m about 
to sign legislation that will give short-term 
help to workers who have lost their jobs 
and provides long-term stimulus to create 
more jobs across our country. 

I want to thank the Vice President. I 
want to thank Speaker Hastert, Senator 
Daschle, Senator Lott, Members of the 
Congress for joining me today as I sign 
this important piece of legislation. Many 
contributed to the success of this bill, but 
none more than the Speaker, and Chairman 
Bill Thomas. 

Also here today are working men and 
women, small-business people who make 
this economy run. We’re seeing some en-

couraging signs in the economy, but we 
can’t stand by and simply hope for contin-
ued recovery. We must work for it. We 
must make sure that our recovery continues 
and gains momentum. We want a recovery 
that is broad enough and strong enough 
to provide jobs for all our citizens. 

The terrorist attacks of September the 
11th were also an attack on our economy, 
and a lot of people lost their jobs. Since 
then, many laid-off workers have been rely-
ing on unemployment benefits, which nor-
mally end after 26 weeks. The bill I sign 
this morning will allow the extension of job-
less benefits by another 13 weeks, and even 
longer in States with high unemployment 
rates. This will allow those who lost their 
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jobs in the recession or in the aftermath 
of the September the 11th attacks more 
time to pay their bills and support their 
families while they look for work. 

And in order for people to find jobs, 
businesses need to be hiring. So this new 
law will provide tax incentives for compa-
nies to expand and create jobs by investing 
in plant and equipment. This measure will 
mean more job opportunities for workers 
in every part of our country, especially in 
manufacturing and in high tech and for 
those who work for small businesses. This 
bill will also stimulate economic growth by 
extending net operating loss rules and by 
granting some alternative minimum tax re-
lief. 

The city of New York suffered a great 
tragedy on September the 11th and still 
faces major economic consequences. The 
bill I sign into law today provides over $5 
billion in tax relief to aid in the recovery 
of lower Manhattan by helping businesses 
to get back on their feet so they can start 
hiring again. The people of New York have 
shown great courage, perseverance, and 
America stands with them. 

This Monday marks 6 months since the 
attack on America. For the families of the 
victims, these have been 6 months of sor-
row, and America will never forget their 
loss. 

In our war on terror, these have been 
6 months of determined action. We have 
destroyed terrorist camps. We’ve disrupted 
terrorist finances. We’ve toppled a terrorist 
regime and brought thousands of terrorists 
to justice. We are strengthening our Na-
tion’s defenses against attack. And today we 
are acting to help workers. We’re acting 
to create jobs, and we’re acting to strength-
en our economy. 

Thank you all for coming, and it is now 
my honor to sign this important piece of 
legislation. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. His 
remarks were broadcast live and served as 
his weekly radio address. H.R. 3090, ap-
proved March 9, was assigned Public Law 
No. 107–147. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. 

Remarks on the Six-Month Anniversary of the September 11th Attacks 
March 11, 2002 

Diplomatic representatives of the coali-
tion of nations; Members of the Congress, 
the Cabinet, the Supreme Court; members 
of the American Armed Forces; military co-
alition members from around the world; 
distinguished guests; and ladies and gentle-
men, welcome to the White House. 

We have come together to mark a ter-
rible day, to reaffirm a just and vital cause, 
and to thank the many nations that share 
our resolve and will share our common vic-
tory. 

Six months separate us from September 
the 11th. Yet, for the families of the lost, 
each day brings new pain; each day re-

quires new courage. Your grace and 
strength have been an example to our Na-
tion. America will not forget the lives that 
were taken and the justice their death re-
quires. 

We face an enemy of ruthless ambition, 
unconstrained by law or morality. The ter-
rorists despise other religions and have de-
filed their own. And they are determined 
to expand the scale and scope of their mur-
der. The terror that targeted New York and 
Washington could next strike any center of 
civilization. Against such an enemy, there 
is no immunity, and there can be no neu-
trality. 
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